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S u bjec t: EU-levelac tion on s c hizophrenia

A c ros s the world , atleas t26 million people are affec ted by s c hizophrenia. This c ond ition c an affec tan
ind ivid u al’ s mood , behaviou rand ps yc hos oc ialfu nc tioningand has hu ge ps yc hos oc ialc ons eq u enc es ,
forpatients and theirfamilies .

Therapyand med ic ation helpto c hange the lives ofpeople withs c hizophrenia, bu tmanypatients s till
experienc e s oc ialis olation, u nemployment, homeles s nes s orimpris onment, poorqu alityoflife,
prematu re d eathand s u ic id e, preju d ic e and d is c rimination.

Res earc hhas s hown thatimprovingqu alityoflife forpeople livingwiths c hizophrenia is a realis tic
goal. To reac hthis goal, we need :

– an integrated team approac hto ens u re timelyd iagnos is and appropriate treatment, inc lu d ing
ps yc hotherapy, ps yc hoed u c ation, s elf-helpand med ic ation

– c ollaboration withthos e affec ted bythe c ond ition, theirfamilies and others ou rc es ofs u pport

– ad eq u ate fu nd ing

– mu lti-s takehold erengagement, i. e. polic ymakers ateverylevel, c linic ians and pu blic agenc ies .

Given the pers onaland s oc ietalimpac tofs c hizophrenia:

1 . C an the C ommis s ion provid e information on how s c hizophrenia is c u rrentlybeingad d res s ed by
EU-levelhealthinitiatives e. g. the H ealthforGrowthP rogramme 20 14-20 20 and the jointac tions
on c hronic d is eas e and on mentalhealthand well-being?

2 . H ow c ou ld ac tions to ad d res s this c ond ition form partofthe EU s oc ialagend a, (e. g. initiatives on
s oc ialinc lu s ion, healthin the workplac e and the S oc ialInnovation agend a)?

3. D oes H orizon 20 20 provid e pos s ibilities fors pec ific res earc hon the c au s es and impac tof
s c hizophrenia, and ways ofmanagingpatientaid (e. g. treatment, inc lu s ion, integration,
c ommu nityc are)?


